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Auto Europa 2010 award for Peugeot 3008 
THe new Peugeot 3008 
was recently awarded the 
prestigious 24th Auto Europa 
2010 in Florence, Italy. 

This award, the brainchild 
of the Uiga (Unione 
Italiana dei Giornalisti 
dell’Automobile, an 
association of more than 200 
automotive journalists), is 
presented annually to one 
new model launched in the 
Italian market between Sept 1 
of the previous year and Aug 
31 of the current year.

This time, it was the 3008 
which emerged victorious 
out of the 19 candidates in 
competition for the 2010 title.

Strong points acclaimed 
by the jury included the 
originality of the 3008 
concept, the high level 
of technology, style and 
aerodynamics, the quality 
of vehicle, performance in 
terms of fuel consumption/
emissions, safety, equipment, 
modularity and value for 
money.

The Auto Europa award 
presented for the first 
time to a crossover vehicle 
represents, for the president 
of the Uiga, “recognition of a 
model that expresses change 
both in terms of its style and 
the new expectations it caters 

for”.
The commercial success of 

the Peugeot 3008, produced in 
Sochaux (France), confirmed 
the interest that it generated 
before its launch in the spring 
of 2009. 

By mid-October, even before 
going on sale in the British 
market (end of October), 
more than 40,000 orders had 
been placed in continental 
Europe, for a full-year target 
in terms of total sales of 
90,000 units.

It was the second time that 
Peugeot has received the Auto 
Europa title as the winner of 
the 2007 award was the 207.

Hybrid bicycle for sustainable mobility 
At the recent Paris Cycle 
Show, Peugeot offered a 
preview of its electrically 
assisted bicycle as well as 
a remarkable display of 
an extensive range of new 
models.

Developed in partnership 
with Ultramotor, the Peugeot 
hybrid bicycle is fitted with a 
Li-ion 36V battery and a 250W 
motor that can provide around 
80km of autonomy. 

A seamless fusion of state-
of-the-art technology and 
stylish design, the Peugeot 
hybrid bicycle is one of the 
Lion Brand's solutions to the 
challenges of urban mobility.

Peugeot also exhibited a 
revamped range of cycles that 
consisted of 13 new models 
for all bike lovers.

In common with their 
predecessors, these models 
boast impressive sturdiness 
and superior craftsmanship.

Peugeot, the world's only 
mass producer of cars, 
bicycles and scooters, also 
reaffirmed its ambition to be 
a major player in global and 
sustainable mobility at the 
Paris Cycle Show.

And did you know that 
Peugeot, before driving on 
four wheels, rode on two 
wheels?

Few people know that it 
was thanks to its "petite reine" 
(little queen) that Peugeot 
became a major worldwide 
automobile manufacturer.

Let's backpedal a bit and 
look at the history of Peugeot 
Cycles.

Peugeot began its two-
wheeler manufacturing 
adventure 127 years ago, 
when Armand Peugeot 
suggested to his brothers that 
they begin manufacturing 
bicycles, which was a logical 
step from their original trade, 
metallurgy. 

Today, designed with care 
for every kind of use, the 

Peugeot celebration
at Le Mans-Bugatti 

The 908 HDi FAP machine broke the stranglehold of Audi at 
Le Mans 24 Hours, and won a second one-two finish of the 
year at the Petit Le Mans endurance race at Road Atlanta.   

Five months after the 
magnificent one-two finish in 
Le Mans 24 Hours, Peugeot 
Sport returns to the French 
circuit to celebrate its success 
at the “Rencontres Peugeot 
Sport” weekend at Le Mans-
Bugatti where a packed 
programme has been put 
together for spectators from 
Nov 5 till 8.

It has been a joyful year for 
Peugeot in motorsports. 

Last September, Peugeot 
earned its second one-two 
finish of the year at the Petit 
Le Mans endurance race at 
Road Atlanta, one of the 
world’s best road courses, 
located in the rolling hills of 
Northeast Georgia. 

Two Peugeot 908 HDi FAP 
machines were entered in the 
Petit Le Mans at Road Atlanta, 
and the hard-won victory came 
in a horrid Georgian cocktail of 
showers, storms and flooding. 

Also, the Peugeot UK team 
achieved their ultimate 
goal of winning the 2009 
Intercontinental Rally 
Challenge (IRC) crown.

Peugeot UK’s Kris Meeke 
scooped the Drivers’ 
championship title last 
September after a stunning 
performance on the twisty, 
mountain routes above the 
glittering resort of San Remo, 
Italy.

Meeke’s drive to victory in 
the penultimate round of the 
IRC, held on Sept 24 – 26, 
meant a double celebration 
for the Peugeot team, who 
had already bagged the 2009 
IRC Manufacturers’ title before 
heading to the Italian Riviera.

Meeke’s win also meant 
that it was the first time that 
a British driver had claimed 
international rally honours 
since the late Richard Burns in 
the World Rally Championship 
(WRC).

Meanwhile, it has been a 
decade since the Peugeot 
Sport's “Rencontres” calendar 
last visited Le Mans-Bugatti. 

This season, however, the 
venue will surely provide 
a unique atmosphere for 
spectators.

Peugeot race drivers 

Stéphane Sarrazin, Franck 
Montagny and Nicolas 
Minassian will team up for a 
six-hour endurance race, not 
at the wheels of their usual 
908 HDi FAP cars, but in a 
showroom-specification 207 
RC running on standard tyres 
in the 207 Relay race which 
generally attracts a field of 
50 cars. 

Their 207 will be easy to 
pick out since it will carry the 
number 908 and a livery based 
on that of the endurance 
prototypes! 

Their car was built at the 
Poissy factory which is a key 
player in the Rencontres 
Peugeot Sport series.

Factory staff will look after 
the crew during the race, 
while the car will be tended 
by the mechanics who worked 
on the winning N°9 908 at Le 
Mans.

Another star at the meeting 
will be France's 1998 soccer 
World Cup-winning goalkeeper 
Fabien Barthez who will 
compete in the THP Spider 
Cup. 

Other surprise guests are 
expected, notably from the 
world of French tennis, just 
days before the Paris-Bercy 
Open.

An extensive programme of 
entertainment will be laid on 
between the numerous races, 
including the appearance of 
last June's winning 908 HDi 
FAP which will perform a 
demonstration run complete 
with pit stop and driver 
change.

Autograph signing sessions 
and competitions for 
spectators are planned, 
including a wheel-changing 
contest on a 207 RC Rallye, 
slot car races and XBOX 360 
simulators in the paddock, 
where a 908 HDi FAP, an RCZ, 
a 5008, a 3008, a 308CC, a 
Spider THP GT4 and a 207 RC 
Rallye will all be on display. 

Last but not least, a range 
of merchandise will be 
available for sale at Le Mans-
Bugatti, with a scale model 
of the Le Mans-winning car 
likely to be on the top of most 
shopping lists!

various Peugeot cycle ranges 
stand out for their attractive 

designs and high-end 
equipment.

>Motorsport

At the forefront 
of technology 
THe Peugeot 308 CC, which 
received its Australian launch 
recently, comes with the 
world’s first side head airbag.

The side head airbag is 
housed directly in the one-
piece seat’s head restraint 
area.

It deploys laterally from 
the head restraint and has a 
capacity of nine litres.

Combining the side head 
airbag and the side chest/
pelvis airbag ensures that 
all of the 308 CC’s lateral 
protection is incorporated into 
the seat — thereby ensuring 
efficient deployment and 
protection of all vital parts of 
the body regardless of the seat 
position at the time of impact.

Peugeot Automobiles 
Australia national marketing 
manager Richard Grant pointed 
out that the introduction of 
such technology shows how 
important innovation is to the 
French automaker.  

“This continues a long 
Peugeot history of being at 
the forefront of technology. 
This history stretches back 
120 years to 1889, when 
Peugeot built just the second 
automobile ever made,” he 

said.
Peugeot introduced the 

world’s first-ever coupe 
cabriolet in 1934 with the 
401 Eclipse, complete with an 
electrically retractable steel 
roof. 

Also, the launch of the 
607 in 2000 featured the 
world’s first particulate filter 
(FAP) working alongside 
Peugeot’s HDi technology — an 
innovation that changed diesel 
engines forever. 

“This innovation stretches 
into the future too — with 
Peugeot having made 961 
patent applications in 2008, 
the largest number made by 
any company in France for 
the second year running," said 
Grant.

“These patents were 
primarily related to the 
improvement of petrol and 
diesel internal combustion 
engines, deploying second-
generation Stop & Start 
technology by 2010, deploying 
a full diesel hybrid by 
2011, and stepping up the 
development of technologies 
for electric vehicles, plug-in 
hybrids and zero emission 
vehicles.”

Peugeot expands 
to Kuching  
THE Peugeot network in the 

country has expanded with 
a new 3S (sales, service and 

spare parts) centre in Kuching, 
Sarawak.

The recently opened Kuching 3S 
centre joins a group of nationwide 
wholly owned and independently 
managed Peugeot outlets by Nasim 
Sdn Bhd (NSB), a member of  
the Naza Group of Companies  
and the official franchise holder 
for Peugeot automobiles in 
Malaysia.

Among the Peugeot model line-
up at the Kuching 3S centre are 
the locally assembled 308 VTi, 308 
Turbo and the 407.

The Peugeot 308 recently  
won the “International Engine  
of the Year Award” for the third 
year in a row, and is the epitome 
of reliability and high quality  
in the passenger sedan car 
segment.

“Having invested RM10 million 
into building the Peugeot brand 
in Malaysia, we are proud to see 
the network expand its reach to 
serve our East Malaysian customers 
better. NSB has grown to have 
seven Peugeot authorised dealers 
and 10 branches nationwide, 
including four 3S centres. The 
launching of the Peugeot 308 
models here today marks the 
increasing need for a 3S centre 
with equipment suited to these 
vehicles,” said Naza Group of 
Companies joint group executive 
chairman SM Nasarudin SM 
Nasimuddin.

Also present at the event 
were Naza Group of Companies 

SM Shalahuddin (left) and Peureux with the 308 at the new Kuching 3S centre. 

From left: Nasim Peugeot Kuching 
branch manager Png Sim Poh and 
SM Shalahuddin with Andy Lau (the 
first customer of the new Kuching 
3S centre), who received a mock 
key for his 407 during the event. 

Guests being entertained by a 
cultural performance.

president Datuk SM Shalahuddin SM 
Amin and Automobiles Peugeot Asean 
After-sales delegate Alain Peureux.  

The new Kuching 3S centre, with 
four vehicle service bays, can service 
up to 12 cars daily.

Like all other 3S centres, the 
Kuching centre is also equipped with 

the unique Peugeot Planet System 
(PPS) technical diagnostic equipment.

The 10,500 sq ft showroom 
is manned by 21 staff offering 
assistance, professional advice and 
vehicle ownership services.

“Each customer comes to us with 
a unique need. We aspire to fulfil 

this need with our staff and specially 
equipped 3S centres. At NSB, we 
believe that vehicle purchasing is not 
just about the car, but also about 
service,” said SM Nasarudin.

Each staff member, fully trained 
at the Automobiles Peugeot regional 
training centre in Petaling Jaya, is 

equipped to handle sales, service and 
spare parts enquiries whilst being 
assisted by the PPS system and online 
helpdesk.

The helpdesk is a technical support 
system that connects all Peugeot 
service technicians worldwide, and 
was developed to enhance customer 

service.
NSB also exports CKD (completely 

knocked down) Peugeot cars to 
neighbouring Thailand.

More Peugeot models such as the 
5008 seven-seater MPV (multi-purpose 
vehicle) are due to be launched in 
Malaysia next year.


